CURRICULUM VITAE
Ruth A. Knight

Statement of Purpose

My purpose is to serve and enable farmers and eaters to transform our farming and food systems.
Using my extensive knowledge of regenerative agriculture and organic farming, I engage with
audiences to catalyze a connection and share knowledge that will regenerate our land and create
healthy conditions for thriving future generation.

EDUCATION
M.Sc., Rural Planning and Development, University of Guelph, Canada. 1994

Major Paper: "Redefining the Human-Environment Relationship in Sustainable
Community Development: A Description of Ecological Farmers' Role as Social Change
Agents"

International Studies M.Sc., University of Wageningen, The Netherlands 1992

Ecological Agriculture, Agricultural Knowledge Systems, and Rural Development

B.Sc.(Agr.) Honours, Agriculture, University of Guelph, Canada 1989

Major Plant Protection, Senior Undergrad Research Project - The Impact of Mulch on
Cvylindrocarpon destructans in Ginseng

Diploma Landscape Design, Fanshawe College, London Ontario 1980

OTHER PROFESSIONAL TRAINING - abbreviated list
2023  The Regenerative Practitioner — Regenesis Institute, online
2021  The Regenerative Design Lab — nRhythm, online
2020  Transformational Leadership — Findhorn Consultancy, online
2019  Understanding Ag — Soil Health Academy, Brandon, Manitoba
2007  Certificate in Crop Inspection for Organic Certification
1995  Holistic Management Institute, Train the Trainer, Edmonton, Alberta
1995  Holistic Management Training, 9 day Training Program

KEY QUALITIES

Hands-on experience as an owner of a mixed livestock operation utilizing managed grazing
Well developed understanding of verification systems and experienced as an

independent inspector for organic certification

Experience in training students, farmers and citizen scientists in soil health monitoring,
utilizing the framework of regenerative agricultural principles, ecological stewardship
principles, and ecological processes

Effective communication skills using open-hearted questions and enabling

dialogue and networking of farmers with a regenerative mindset

Experience teaching various audiences including farmers, community members and
students

Over 30 years of experience in agronomy consulting for a diverse range of types and sizes
of organic farming systems

Excellent interpersonal communication and writing skills, computer literate

Appreciation of the knowledge and connections needed for adaptive decision making
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WORK HISTORY
Independent Consultant - Owner Operator Organic Consultant Inc (2005 — present)

e Community of Practice for Regenerative Organic Farming Systems 2023 - present
Lead agronomist and development consultant for Community of Practice in Regenerative
Organic Farming Systems. The Regenerative Organic Oats project is hosted by Canadian
Organic Growers in partnership with product end users with the purpose of facilitating a
network of prairie organic oat growers to adapt regenerative farming systems. (Canadian
Prairies)

o Community Engagement Project- Soil Health Coalition Erin 2017-2022
Project lead for community engagement project focused on soil health, and regenerative
farming. Trained farmers and citizen scientists to complete soil health monitoring, and
engaged the community in understanding how agriculture can positively address climate
change.

e Agronomy Services- specialty Organic Farming Systems 2005 - present
Serving a diverse range of farming operations to develop farm plans, create and improve
production systems for organic farmers and new farm property owners.

University Sessional Lecturer — University of Guelph — Guelph. Ontario (2017-2023)
Introduction to Organic Agriculture (200), Design of Organic Production Systems (400)
These courses are part of an Organic Agriculture Certificate with the main learning outcomes
of understanding the foundational principles of organic farming systems, current academic
research related to organic farming systems, and the factors driving the interest of producers
and consumers in the organic industry. Responsibilities included: develop curriculum, deliver
remote and in-person lectures, webinars, and discussions, use effective learning assessments,
and learning management platforms.

Nutrient Management Specialist - Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food & Rural Affairs (2003
-2004)
As the Nutrient Management Act was coming into effect, the role of the new nutrient
management specialist was to present and interpret technical knowledge, and develop working
relationship with commodity groups, rural community members, municipalities and
organizations being introduced to the new legislation for the first time.

Rural Planner & Community Development — County of Huron, Goderich, Ontario (1993 — 2003)
In the role of land use planner, job responsibilities included interpreting land use policies and
by-laws, guiding submission and review of applications for the public, applicants, and
municipal councilors and staff. Involvement in special projects and review of planning
policies and by-laws involved collaborating with multiple stakeholders and formulating
reports and submissions.

Farming - Co-owner of Mixed Livestock Farm (Belmore - Ontario) (1992 - 2011)
Co-owner of a mixed farming operation including: livestock husbandry, crop management,
infrastructure construction and maintenance, financial management, and marketing.

PROFESSIONAL ACCREDITATION
American Society of Agronomy Certified Crop Advisor CCA-ON 2018
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